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From Disciplinary Ascension to Category-Specific Alignment: Transformation Dilemmas and Paradigm Reconstruction

of the Talent Cultivation Logic in Regional High-Level Universities
Ruoyuan Han
Northwest Normal University
Abstract: Driven by the “Double First-Class” policy, local high-level universities have generally pivoted toward the model
of “disciplinary ascension”. This shift has triggered profound dilemmas in the transformation of talent cultivation, manifested
in three aspects: the structural misalignment of training objectives between academic and applied orientations, homogenized
evaluation criteria restricting heterogeneous school-running logic, and the predominance of instrumental rationality over
value rationality in social orientation. Existing studies mainly focus on the macro design of classified institutional systems,
while neglecting the internal formation mechanism of the single-dimensional pursuit of disciplinary ascension. From the
perspective of organizational legitimacy, this paper analyzes the transformation dilemmas caused by disciplinary ascension,
and reconstructs the paradigm of “category-specific alignment” from three dimensions: resource dependence, structural logic
and value rationality. Category-specific alignment does not mean the downgrading of academic standards, but a strategic
reorientation for local high-level universities to shift from pursuing “formal legitimacy” to constructing “substantive
legitimacy”. This paradigm provides a practical path for the high-quality classified transformation of local high-level
universities.
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