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Market Segmentation and Welfare-Economics Examination of Cruising Taxis and Ride-Hailing Services
Yinan Zhang
Shantou University

Abstract: The legalization of ride-hailing services has broken the administrative monopoly of the traditional taxi market.
Nevertheless, debates over its welfare effects have largely centered on the interest losses of license holders. Rejecting the
presupposition of “zero-sum competition”, this paper investigates the differentiated competitive landscape between cruising
taxis and ride-hailing services from the perspective of market segmentation. The study identifies three dividing dimensions
of their comparative advantages: pre-booked versus instant trips, price elasticity versus price rigidity, and information-
driven matching versus station-based support. Instead of substituting for one another, the two types of services develop
complementarity amid competition. Such market segmentation expands consumers’ options, forces the cruising taxi industry to
improve under competitive pressure, and elevates overall resource allocation efficiency. In this sense, the urban travel market
after the ride-hailing reform demonstrates features of Pareto improvement, and the shrinking license premium essentially
represents the reasonable return of administrative monopoly rents. The policy implication is that public regulators ought not
to choose sides between the two services, but to safeguard an institutional environment for fair competition so that market
segmentation can take shape spontaneously.

Keywords: ride-hailing; cruising taxis; market segmentation; Pareto improvement; comparative advantage

CIE

2016 47 A, FE55BeIr AT A T AL e it
ARG TR A AR T ), FAE 11 A (2T
AR B WS TIME) IEXSE, MA4Hh
WA ES G WIRJLARE], A4S 5 2 4 [ 5%
RIRT, Eth AL AT 2 s TR A g vt ISR
YAE R, ERMBCRIHE AR K25 H — MR
Hoo MAERGE DRI R 2R AU, A AER R
HAE FIIHB .

RAE ST s drrp, 425 2 40 15 7
SEA IR BB TE 7 PP IR 5525 AT fal A AR AC B UL S
XA SRS —FE 1 T Ay AR R AR A
IIBRSAE R, IR AMIA RS A ER, SRR A

RO AT fE LT AR T L B T O AR . S A TSR A0
MO IRIRSs T s, LA e e S 1T
BT T 2 S e " BT AT B 1 B 52 48 7
TR SN o B RS A AR T
u AT BRI SR, 4B 56 T 3 iz I A7 5

Bo[2-3]
Ao

—. WMERBCEESHIHHES: HERKETL

(—) BRI N FORTF M AT

i RER AR AT AT — R AR AT T, =
7 PARDLAAF H A o A A IR AR PRI,
EAERR A PR ) ——— T n SRR i SR ek,
MRAEILFEATIEL R I . HAEE SR, JLFRr
A SEBUE AR s o SRR A 2 RS2 AR, AR A



| AXEHERE

BFLE AR HOR SR A I

(Z) WHsn:. —MHEBRK I EE

T Ao Je 7 e Br s i — A e, 48 W —17
v R TRI = fh R S5 AR D RE . Mk . B RN 22 ok
] 25 AL E AL R . AR AT RS i b, 3 42 AT 24
ERRERE IR F—— R SR R s, B
HAEMS BT EMILE . (5B YR -2
S, E AR IR A I R, AR 2 EEN
[l —i ¥, B sh BT X MR 4 S 2 b i Ak (4 4 b 3%
B, BRI IE AR S AT R 55 T 4 DA TR) 5 5 0 ) 254
ot @

A FI A 5 AT TS el AE T 5%k o vk T Y
INE . RIS ERR T, AT sk Lokt b 25 0y &
PRI WORPIE RS 2 22 Sk ny, iR &t
ATREE TR S AT R, A RS WAE e G h kA T
B4R . XOESRA SO O s AR A5

. MER: KiFHEFEE—HIEMNERNER

(=) ATERH T T8 7 &4

WA BB AT, P E T A AT K AT &
ERCEE A H o WO T A R R SR R 4 R R s
TR, ARRIRAERHATIL T B SV, SRR AR 2
TE T AT B ZE W, MR R BB, £ -0 LB
BT WG LA o 3 i) B 2 HE A R R 15 AR
Hi ZEWTRL A, SRR IS E T R LR SR AR T ROR
%o

Wi, W ERITBOR S — 2, M ERT
2. FNER, JCHEARIESC PRI RIEAR Sl . i 0 |
TRH . ELRAET ORI B, Fo— & N A% 3 E L
RAEFTIRE, BEAGES R HE L2 ik ATy, WICki
B AT RIBE AT E . FEAXMKREIMNZE S ’E
NIEREAE 2 Rl FEEZA . Ehanf], =L
WA T FREIRA K sl R fedE

(Z) B—HAEHN=FEHL

HOWE TR A A — A% SR B T = A2 T AR R S . T R
HHEBEWCONA R, BEWH A CHFERE RN
— P, WAMAT. A& R RS S PEEEANTELE,
SR R R B e BRI E L AT
T P 2 R T A, SR DT C AR I A7 A
258], MIEMRS R b, MEATTARRRE 7354, Rz
FESEU0E IR 55 10 SN TR 1 —— 3R ML RN 38 T B R AR AF
e, SHEAR R 54

ORI A 7 42 T S B A RICHR A . TS AT
PE TS IE TR E SCRR G, #RT LAk ] BT A A ek
Tyl 2 4 0 I SR AE XA S AT IF T 4 R 1
25

=. THHASHITER: MERSHILEBRSE

(=) MAEHLELS

W 2y ALz DALk B HOR 557 G456 Ik A i IR 55

EA

RIGMHE, Heg ol RTI AT, NO7ERIE H% 14
A MR Y] IR AR LIS B a8 ), 7RI
PSS IR OR AR08 -5 0B A 1 R i T
GRSV RE SR TN E . TSR,
HEEANFDLIES , G i1E BAXIFRK I 2% . RIS,
P LR PREG MBI T RS N o), R
AT e T LS BT . MRS IE, M4 4N
KA B RS IR ) R ALA R UL T i AT A RIE
Bl T RG], P

(=) W o g Al 3

WU i N RN TR R A, Xt
WA F LY A Skt 38T RS R E AT BT
B, ANTFERN T . AT A% TEFHLEH
55 AMESGEERT R R 2 s, Bh A R A AR R L
WL ZE TP (B, LA, K el S Al A A i 37 HE
BAE AL, CRRE T iz SR R, =AM AT B AR
KHMELUE R, G—E M ERRIGEHER R, HERMET 2
R RT T, e R0 sh A 0 SR AT 1
Xt FAS 2 BE I B LA B AR BRI &, 0 % L2
Mk — Y BERE

(=) WERFELE 4950 54

DI IRSS (0 LB ST B, & HE 5T R
SRESRIEWIY . WA EE SR AT . ks U
AT U R 55 T b B e R A AT S A DU BB
1. B ST G Bk b k. WE RO Eeh A
B, XA R — s sa g, (X Fhse B8 i
PR T, R B S X AR AR )T L R A AR
ShASHZRBER S HE T — AW 7ESERIRET, BikRS
FETT I AT R 1 2 AL I S5 IR S5 2 0

Wi AT T, MRS TE S iz 4R
UM W ZE R ATTE T 3T 22 i 2B Wb o, 30 48 )5 3
WRET R TR E AR G h A R B AR T ™
NP 5D R, A A TR I EE R, NE—T W
T, MBI T R E 022 SR SR

M. WA &4 TRIERIRR 5 H RFES6H

(=) HEHRBANY E

THEBCE S AR AR, TP F A Z 35 %
TEEEAL Y R AR B e — P A Bt b 2500 2 3 e 1)
Je WA BARST Mook FE, BAE T LIFEM
R4 =22 6] AR RN LA TR IR 45 =2 ) i 2 ook %
BRI KRR E L E TR AR T, HRA e
WEIE E B APPSR, T2 E R AR R B, A,
YO A R ) R R AR, AT R I YR, R AR
I XS AT ZE e (AR B B, RS2 MR T 2271k
AT K o

(=) R EAT Ity % 415028 R Bkt

PR 249 25 () 3 AR 24TV R B T S Bt 5 4 7
T A LEAT I B R AR R R T X B R 7 A% S B AR




245§ 541720261

WA B TR TR, ALK EAETR, %
H A ALY MR S5 B . " A i e RS Al RS A
R A5, LG 4 th AR 133 I 249 42 1) il 55
JEYE. ENTAERSGE . APLIRS BIRA S . SOTRPLH]
MIME A, TEA SRR BRI T f R i S —
BT A SO LB T 2B B B, i T
AFRFF . SRR IS R A 4w LA I
ATESEA Al REA BT M RE, (BAT LRI AT i . RS
KV BV LU A O R . — MR R
Gy, TR ML E R B, AR — =
T 3 S AT AR

(=) F B 4 4 A B A

P 249 B A R TS A R R — Bk, R R A
FAGE 2 4G IE A L T AL A R Y A
HPERENC” YT LRSI A S — R 24T B A
I Rl i, HAMEI R SR T TAMER R ERIOR
(RA SO AT T A9 M2 AL ) SR FE 0 A W7 2 T
AR Z T

H AL R R 2 BT AT B b, HRUSAE T47 B 22 Wiy
TR T HEARES (R RS LA i S R A A R AT
TEo RIS AN AR P RCR A I, AR EBA
AR, TRXT CHEPESE AR BB, M2 4
HATRE T FRHE AL, IR B9 AR KA I AT B 2B
ML NI ——E AJE T BTt SRR “JEA 2 40”
VUG NESTZS Al IPO

PRI, 1) BB IR0 24 2 A 8 R8T R, A i
I EL AR A AR R AR A 2 AR A Ak P P BT A X — T
FFANTR RE M O o A —— MR BT R AR HH e BT Y
B R o —— (AR R T A LB R B R, A
SN X A B 2 7 M A M Rt T

() BEEA Y. Hifm REmt

LR LB =AY Hr——H P E AR A B E DR
AP A AT Ml S BT A ) e | R R A A K AR T
AN JE T SRATOR Y A Bl —— I 24 42 B At A R 55 i
Gk B B T RSSO AR IE . X — AT R T
Gy o WAFAE BT ORI 3B 22 S A 38 Sl T S 3 )
PORFFUE RS THG LRI K2R, sk 1 2 5a 4 nl gy
K Je AR A B

IR, I A R R P A AT AR A 5K o
HRIANR, JEHIETCIE R AL Gk il 4 mI L, W SRz

TUCA TR R o ABAETT A ARESR R, XA AR A
BE R 22 (I g 8 Ky e e T8 v (40 38 I [P A, T S R T T )
FRAS BB o X a0 4 [R] 750 (14 ] o7 J A L0 (1) 58 38 Y W,
M X T A ) P A R

#hiE .

ASC TS 4 53 1) 0 R B A T O 4 22 B A R
B, WFERM, A 5 WAL A PA AR R
B, ZHEAmgEm T 2R E SO AR A A
FH G SR A T B R s R L KT Tk e G5 E X
B DL B R R B IR L B ORI R T, AT RS T R R
L EA T RIS AR . RS A K TE PR BT AT
B ZE W AH A G mIE PR R i Ad o RAEE X B
AR

MR FE, WIS R RO R, AT
fRIFRE “ZipE—ZWE" W _JoHEZR, 1R %5 ke
XGRS IRZR W, Ty, e amE. ks
T Pax Bz B, 1A LS B R 25 F5-40 i 3T RE UL —
TS ) B S AR A S

SE ik

[ #F&d, Fhd Ll & W M4 45 RE M
EHEMERBHALBRFR]]. HLRKFER(LF
M ),2025,59(7):1373—1384.

RIEmH, REZ b, F ATREZATEH
RFEFEE MY EABFHRITEIR ()] R LHEE
1R ,2023,25(4):726—740.

BIAFF , LELE RAEFETHTHLEEREE
AR E——K T LHEMY £ HREEFTERBIEHHR
U] F B 25 FA ,2022(3):67-83.

(4 Be, A2k d Mk A IR T AR T AL E T
9 EMYEAAS AT ()] AT SEBAL |, 2022,39(10):171-179.

[5] #a4-F , Bl RIpsham. dRATEAZEN
Hy R R—— R TRIEE, MY 5L RAL I E 5ty
ArEALA [J]. FTIE T K F FR ,2026,47(2):15-24.

[6] R4, X5 . 2y &b & T BALE AT L AR 3 KA R -
VAL T A []). Bk A 2022(12):107-136.

(7] %) 3% £ . W 25 & A sk AL My At st ok A0 & M B 0 R 1
FEWC[)]. FRFER 2017,34(6):70—78

TEE® . K—Hp (2002.03—) . F. k. SHEL
R ARAER AL R F G A BFFENEER,

33 ]



