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A Study on Symbolic Consumption of Gifting Behavior in Pan-Entertainment PK Live Streaming on Douyin
Bingxin Yang
School of Literature and Media, Hubei Minzu University
Abstract: With the rapid popularization of digital media, Douyin’s pan-entertainment PK live streaming has formed intense
interactive competition and a mature gifting consumption ecosystem. Virtual gifts, fan hierarchy systems and streamer
performances in live rooms jointly construct a complete symbolic system. Based on Baudrillard’s symbolic consumption
theory and Collins’ interaction ritual chains theory, this paper analyzes the symbolic consumption characteristics of live-stream
gifting behavior from three dimensions: commercial operation logic, bodily performance and hierarchical symbolism. It further
interprets the dual symbolic values of emotional comfort and identity recognition carried by audience gifting practices. The
research finds that symbolic production is jointly shaped by platform capital mechanisms and streamer hierarchical operation.
Audience gifting is not merely recreational consumption, but a behavioral practice to obtain emotional sustenance, community
belonging and real-life identity compensation through virtual symbols. Nevertheless, the symbolic carnival brings about
prevalent problems such as irrational overdraft consumption, vulgar PK performances, virtual identity alienation and platform
symbolic involution, which require standardized industrial governance. Accordingly, this paper proposes a collaborative
governance path covering platforms, streamers, audiences and regulatory authorities, aiming to eliminate the negative effects
of symbolic consumption and promote the healthy development of pan-entertainment live streaming on short-video platforms.
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