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Homeland and Foreign Land: Metaphorical Expression of Landscape in Rural Documentaries
Yanan Wang
Shandong Cultural Industry Vocational College

Abstract: The term “xiangtu” (native soil) constitutes a signifier with dual connotations. It not only denotes the tangible
grassroots space of Chinese society, but also embodies the emotional and cultural roots of Chinese geo-social communities.
Since the 20th century, urban-rural integration has reconstructed the traditional rural social structure, endowing the
concept of native soil with profound elegiac implications between homeland and foreign land. On this basis, creators of
rural documentaries incorporate subjective intentions into landscape presentation. Through rational artistic creation and
processing, subjectivized emotions including passion for traditional farming labor, pursuit of homeland belonging, and rational
contemplation on foreign land experience are carried by poetic and nostalgic symbolic carriers, thereby constructing a unique
utopian rural landscape.
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