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A Comparative Study on Behaviors of Human and Machine Translators in Literary Translation in the AI Context: An

Empirical Analysis Based on the English Translation Corpus of Zhu Ziqing’s Classic Prose
Yuzhe Ma

Yangzhou University

Abstract: The integration of generative artificial intelligence into the language service industry has greatly improved the

quality of machine translation, while posing new challenges to literary translation criticism. Based on Zhou Lingshun’s

Translator Behavior Criticism Theory, this paper selects representative English translations of Zhu Ziqing’s classic prose

works, including The Sight of Father’s Back, Haste, and Moonlight over the Lotus Pond. It compares authoritative human

translations by Zhang Peiji and other translators with machine translation outputs generated by ChatGPT 5.2. From three

dimensions of textual truthfulness, behavioral rationality and social practicality, this paper analyzes behavioral differences

between human and machine translation in semantic accuracy, cultural conveyance and stylistic reproduction. On this basis, it

proposes practical strategies for human—machine collaborative literary translation in the Al era.
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father, and what I can never forget is the sight of his back.”

ChatGPT 5.2 3%

last saw my father; what remains most indelible in my memory is

“It is more than two years since I last saw
“It has been more than two years since I

the sight of his receding figure.”

PIEA A R BEATE SC, ABRIE IR A AN R] SR EEHELL “the
sight of his back” R “H5” ML 515 &AET, &
M EHM . ChatGPT “receding figure” R
AMERCERMRAL, WIS T R PRSI TER

(E®) TACEZRA GRS, EEPERIAN TR
HEH SRR FICh P TEE B, P
] b4 MAEER B T m e, WS IR .

ik B AR R

platform, his legs huddled up and his corpulent body tipped slightly

“His hands held onto the upper part of the

towards the left, obviously making an enormous exertion.”
ChatGPT 5.2 %
and drew his legs upward; his stout body tilted slightly to the left,

“He grasped the edge with both hands

revealing the strain of his effort.”
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don't cry. Well, heaven never seals off all exits.”
ChatGPT 5.2 #:

there is no need for undue sorrow; after all, Heaven never bars

“Now that things have come to such a pass,
“Since matters have come to this point,

one's path completely.”
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“If swallows go away, they will come back again.

If willows wither, they will turn green again.

If peach blossoms fade, they will flower again.

But, tell me, you the wise,

Why should our days leave us, never to return?”

ChatGPT 5.2 ¥

“Swallows depart, yet there is a time for their return;

Willows wither, yet there is a time when they grow green
again;

Peach blossoms fall, yet there is a time when they bloom
once more.

But you, who are wise—tell me:

Why is it that our days, once gone, never return?”
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meets the eye is a silken field of leaves, reaching rather high abhove

“All over this winding stretch of water, what

the surface, like the skirts of dancing girls in all their grace.”
ChatGPT 5.2 #:

lotus pond, as far as the eye can see, are dense layers of leaves.

“Above the winding and zigzagging

Rising high out of the water, the leaves resemble the skirts of slim,
graceful dancers.”
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the leaves and flowers.”
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quietly spilling onto the leaves and flowers.”
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“The moon sheds her liquid light silently over

“The moonlight falls like flowing water,
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