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An Analysis of Large Language Models’ "Knowing What but Not Why" Dilemma from the Perspective of Empirical
Investigation and Metaphysical Comprehension
Langiao Zeng
School of Philosophy, Guizhou University

Abstract: In the digital intelligence era, large language models (LLMs) have achieved outstanding performance in empirical
investigation based on massive datasets, yet they are trapped in the cognitive dilemma of “knowing what but not why”. Based
on Fang Yizhi’s philosophical proposition that “empirical investigation inherently contains metaphysical comprehension”,
this paper explores the core causes of LLMs’ cognitive predicament by distinguishing three dimensional differences: the
cognitive hierarchy between manifested traces and subtle latent mechanisms, the subjective disjunction between substantial
representation and virtual transcendence, and the methodological divergence between analytical dissection and holistic
integration. The overfitting of superficial manifested traces leads LLMs to overlook underlying latent mechanisms. Parametric
solidification results in rigid dependence on phenomenal data without holistic understanding, blocking the cognitive path of
open and inclusive reasoning. Furthermore, the reductionist dissection logic obscures the integrity of systematic knowledge.
By diagnosing the essential causes of such technological cognitive limitations, this study provides a traditional Chinese
philosophical paradigm for contemporary digital philosophy research.
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